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enough, is hardly concerned at all with the response of
one continent to another, but rather with a purely mental
adjustment which, in his opinion, is required to 'stabi-
lize' once again the Western mind. Whether that is
at ail possible without a re-valuation of the very attitudes -
that underlie all human behaviour, including of course,
thought patterns, does not seem to concern Maeterlinck
here. He has given us his formula. It is for us to ap-.
ply it to living reality. No wonder that most intellec-
tuals failed in their attempt Nothing, indeed, is more
.significant in an analysis of the problem of response
between East and West than the frustration that perio-
dically overcomes the intellectuals and scholars in
Europe who, genuinely in search of a deeper understand-
ing, are confronted again and again by meaningless for-
mulas, abstractions, and concepts. Their greatest dis-
appointment is when their cherished formula cannot be
applied and proves to be unsuitable to actually existing
conditions of reality. Their desire to understand turns
into bitterness and deliberate misinterpretation, the
open hatred of the frustrated scholar when con-
fronted by something he cannot grasp 'intellectually'.
It is out of such an attitude that arise those amazing
schemes, built up with all the pedantry of European
scholarship, concerning the racial superiority of the
'Aryans*, as in Gobineau, the superiority of die Teu-
tons', as in EL S. Chamberlain, the 'senility' of Indian
civilization, as in Hegel, or of Buddhism, as in Speng-
ler. And with an enviable, though enervating, tho-
roughness they will put forth argument after argument,
footnote after footnote, quotation after quotation, to prove
their main thesis. Once their thesis established, all they